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on this subject and hope this reasonable request will not be re-
fused. No vessel as yet sent this year from that Quarter. I
once sent the Sloop Welcome thither and she returned since
which I am obliged to employ her on Lake Michigan. It would
be mnecessary for the good of the Service (If your Excellency
thought proper) to order a vessel to ply constantly twixt the two
places, in the situation we are in at present. The Indians are
in constant alarm, and are often much [so] persuaded Detroit
is taken that they are ready to leave their habitations. So much
are they exposed to the impositions of designing people, which
I have not in my power to contradict for want of more frequent
intelligence.  The commanding officer at Detroit gives me all
the intelligence he receives. But to hear often that all is well
would be most essential service in the management of Indians.

The last accounts from Lieut. Bennet say that the Indians
join the Collier de Guerrie [War-belt] fast; it is a yard and a
half in length, and has a great medal tied to it as a reward for
him who does the greatest action free from cruelty. The other
Chiefs on the March received strings of Wampum from Line-
tot, who requests of them to remain neuter, and let him pass to
Detroit with a body of Horse. They sent me the strings and
detained his Messenger. Some Indians are just returned from
the falls of the ohio where the Rebels have a Fort. they killed
four of their Soldiers but did not scalp them. whilst they were
thus employed another band from their Village (i. e. the Grand
River) upon a visit to the Rebels at Kaskaskias, they met on
their return and shewed three Kegs of Rum, but declared they
got no other presents. such is the traffic carried on by many
nations at present. ;

If your Excellency has not thought proper to order me to
Detroit, or to give me leave of absence altogether T must in such
case request as a favor you will allow me to pass the ensuing
winter at Quebee to leave this when the Indians return to their
wintering Ground, and all the communication with the rest of
the world draws to a close, and should you find it necessary, I
will return here early in the Spring. T have the honor to be &e.

A. S. De PevysTER
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